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In new Vancouver line, art and literature fill out Spectrum

Sy Sky ten't atraid of Virginia Woolf. &z epiphanies go. the mamsent whian

shie bagan to envision one of the mast famous female weilers of the 20hb
penlury as ke muse far her debul clathing collection wasn'l 100 ahabby There
ghe was. reading {once again} Woell's mega-essay A Roam of Gnes Dwn, |us as
she was embarking on her own art and fashion atelier. "That moment is really
memarable Tor e Shy ells The Siraighl one Monday allernoan, The paised
T-yoar-old is standing im her Main Stresl shudio wearng chopped-off black
jeare. a black tank. and wintage burgundy swede Cougar loafers. 71 was slarfing
out on someihing thal's kind of 3 big andasvour”

Before she got the yen fo launch Hidden Specirum=—fashion being jus! one
siridgen of said apecirum—abe was discovering ilusiration, painling. prinimaking.
and vden at e than=Emily Carr Instifute of At and Design, Fine=arts diploma in
podiet. Sky didn't really mean to start sewing cosiumes for a mo e-wardrobe come-
pany 1 suddenly jusl gol more inferesied in making garments.” she 2ays,

In short order. Sky was a Vancouver Community College fashion grad, and
then a produclion sewer for lecal label Meno Clolhing. Mowing 1o Dace, she
sewad samplas and managed production. Than sha hegan patlemmaking
“That's whare | get really excited about making things”

By Meweinber 2008 she was acls. reading Woall's gender-swapper novel
friamdn: 4 Bagraphy ard hifting secondhand shores. 7| ramamber Lasl wintar
| was bolally obsessed with going fo thrifl stores and finding old men’'s shirts and
wearing hose. like eversized. and liking beoe thad fall” she says. “5e that andra-
gynous aspect jusi came inko 1he collection,”

Ten manthe later: “the collection” is a ceat a shirldress, and a unic. All have jusi
landad al Gasloran s Mouvella Mouvelle 20T Abboft Sireat), "1 good fo star simple;
Shy says. possibly forgetiing that ber exguisilely designed fall debut is anything but

Sy has callad bt insiugural Mo Arnpersand, In Hidden Spesctmim s wiorld—in
which Sky basides crealing tvea colledions yearty aims to collaboraie with ofher art-
ists on projeds from sideo works %o installalions—eseryihing is about something.
Amgersand, Tor mstance. is abou “sushers romanticism and androgynous feminirty’

which camue first, the rinbon or the top? 1 really wanted to use this cotton
geargelte ribbon. and thats parily why | i he lunic.” Sky admils. The black
and aff=whibe ribhons that fraverss the bell-sleaved, sashed Shinto unics hodice
and armholes are Japanese imporis. as is its robin's-egg-blue chambray shirt-
ing (31480, Lel it Be said that he Thuja shirideess (3188). alas robins-egg cham-
bray, is mo man's shirt. | dips in at tha waist, and has delicate pleaied slewves
and French seams. “| kne'w from the beginning | 'was kind of obsessed wilh the
shiridrass.” &he says. Wilh swesl rounded patch pockets. the Ccaly ooal 33100
in dove-gray lapanese wool beeed is storybook girlish

Dulside iTs Seplamber, bul & Fe ndusirial culfig lable insids Sy's Rearrow
WOrKERace. 16 Laoking a lof ke April—well. a darkish April She's pinning & dress
patiern on black and grey fabrics. readying for a pholo shoal of her spring line. This
lirFie There &0 five pisces: @ jumpsnil 8 wrag dress, 5 slk tark 10p. & chilfan T-shirt,
and a blazer “There's lots of silk, lols of fioeey things,” she says, adding with a laugh,

Righ now it's looking prefty dark, schuslly” Sird she misst finish the Nouvelle
irealle winsdow display for her 3l inank shoes 0wl be [local photogragher]
Collaan Haslins photographs, and I'm domg a strmg-art installabon. Her boyimend
Black Mountain keyboardis! Jeremy Schmidl will play records. Bul she can'| belp
thimkireg skt fuhare collaborative projects. | Hink | wouldn't b= hapgy i | wsasmt
able lo dabble in olher lhings. Everything informs sverything sise, doesnl if?” 4



